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egade operation,” she says.

Obstacles surfaced. Kelley had
never had a driver’s license or a
checking account, much less a pass-
port. He had no experience overseas,
no money and no family support.

Needing a plane ticket, he applied
for a Mary Gates Scholarship, an
award that helps undergraduates
cover research expenses.

He became the first football player
to win the honor and was awarded
$3,000.

Neubheisel seemed caught off-guard
by the news, Kelley says. Asked about
Kelley’s planned trip, the coach told
one newspaper, “I'm all for it,” but
added, “I don’t know that it’s some-
thing that we could have happen
widespread.”

Kelley says:
“I'm pretty sure
he didn’t want
me to go. And my
defensive coordi-
nator at the time
wasn’t too fired
up about it. But
Tom Williams was
like, ‘Go ahead,
do your thing.” “

“I really didn’t
know what I was
getting myself
into. Because
when they tell us
as an athlete that we get to choose
our own classes, I figure, you know,
if it was in the off-season and I was
working out, it would be fine.”

In the 2000 season, Kelley had
started three games and twice earned
defensive MVP honors. Now, coaches
feared he might fall out of shape or
lose focus.

Williams and other coaches also
told Kelley of another concern: Kel-
ley was seeing Tonya Britt, a woman
he’d met in San Jose. Britt had two
young boys. Before dating, Anthony
and Tonya had e-mailed each other
for months.

Williams says he was wary of the
relationship, fearing it would not
work out in the long run. Some other
coaches felt the same way, Kelley
says, “because she was older, and she
had kids.”

But Kelley liked Tonya’s children.
“And you can’t help what happens in
life,” he says.

Kelley stayed with Tonya. And he
held to his plans for South Africa.

Tom Williams,
a former UW
assistant coach
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Kelley went to South Africa to study in 2001. He later brought to Seattle a
group of schoolgirls who had amazed him with their ability to sing and dance
and their hunger to learn. Here, they perform at Mount Zion Baptist Church.

Football player Anthony Kelley arrived in Seattle
ill-prepared for the college classroom. But the quiet
encouragement of an assistant coach and the
enthusiastic assistance of a tutor led him first

to a quarter of study in South Africa — then

to a passion for learning.

A few days after the season ended,
Kelley’s tutor drove him to Sea-Tac
Airport. “He was a little nervous, a
little quiet,” Winter says. “He had his
Walkman on as usual.”

As Kelley walked through security,
Winter thought: “Wow. He really
made it. Nobody is getting him off
that plane.”

I ELLEY FIGURED that as an Afri-

can American, traveling to South
Africa would be a sort of homecom-
ing. He was wrong.

“I wasn’t looked at as being black,”
he said. “Because, for one, I spoke
English. I didn’t even speak the lan-
guage. And then, I was associated
with America and the way America is
perceived by them: As the land of the
free. Money. And white.”

Kelley started an after-school ath-
letic program in a ghetto just out-
side Cape Town, teaching girls basic
stretches and different sports. The
girls, though often hungry, showed
up every day, eager to learn.

Their enthusiasm forced Kelley to
look at himself. He attended a great
university, with opportunities that
eclipsed theirs. “It was really unfortu-
nate I didn’t have the same attitude,”
he says.

When he showed up early one day,
the girls were drumming on their
desks, dancing and singing to their
own rhythms. He’d never heard any-
thing like it. Teach me, he asked them,
and he bought them new drums.

When it was time to return to Seat-
tle, Kelley made the girls a promise.
He would return, and the next time,
he’d bring them to America, to see the
country and share their talents.

He didn’t know how it would hap-
pen — he was a student, and broke.
But something had changed. For Kel-
ley, academics had come alive.

“I had a chance to engage. To feel,
touch and smell what I was reading
in these books. That’s when I had the
big idea of education as an engaged
experience.”

When Kelley returned to the UW,
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he asked professors for lists of books
he should read — not for class study,
but simply to learn. His vocabu-
lary expanded. He began to find joy
in reading dense texts and writing
essays. He started a journal and wrote
poems.

“I was opening up to this new
world,” he said.

With that came a realization.

“T actually can write. I actually can
read. I actually can have intellectual
conversations and actually forge some
ideas that can be very productive. I
didn’t realize I had that kind of poten-
tial. It was kind of like being reborn
into a new world that had been closed
off for so long.”

I ELLEY DISCOVERED that his love
of learning came with a cost.

In 2001, he told his coaches that
he wanted to return to South Africa,
after the football season. They weren’t
happy, he says.

“My credibility and my commitment
to the team started to be questioned.
And it was ironic in the fact that you
wanted me to be a student athlete.”

To Kelley’s mind, he was breaking
a code.

“There are these unwritten rules
that you have to follow to make sure
that the coaches are OK. And I really
just looked at it as an issue of control.
They didn’t have immediate control
over me.”

Kelley understood the dynamics.
Coaches get paid lots of money, but
they have to win. Players, meanwhile,
become entranced by a possible NFL
career. Coaches know how strong that
lure is, and use it to motivate.

But Kelley now knew he could suc-
ceed without football. He’d tell the
coaches: If I don’t make the NFL, I'll
be fine. “They couldn’t use that to
manipulate me. And so I did what I
had to do. And whatever they did was
fine with me, because I had a class to
get to, you know what I mean?”

In 2001, Kelley’s statistics started
to slip. He recorded 19 tackles, down
from 30.

In December 2001, he married
Tonya. With two children already,
they added a third, taking in Tonya’s
goddaughter, whose family was hav-
ing drug problems.

The following month, this family,
five strong, traveled to South Africa.

Kelley had won a second Mary Gates
Scholarship.
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Rick Neuheisel, the UW’s head coach, said he was “all for” Kelley’s plans to
study in South Africa. But he added: “I don’t know that it’s something that we

could have happen widespread.”

When Kelley returned from his first study-abroad
quarter, he asked professors for lists of books he
should read — not for class study, but simply to learn.
“I was opening up to this new world,” he says.

His teammates wondered about the
millions of dollars Kelley might be
sacrificing by focusing so much on his
homework. “The thing was, amongst
my peers, it was really like ‘AK, you're
crazy,” he says. “But at the same time,
they would say, ‘AK, I wish I could do
what you did.”

Williams, the assistant coach, said
it’s unusual for a young player to shrug
off the possibility of a pro career.

“Guys generally pursue the dream
of playing in the NFL until it com-
pletely dies. Then they say, ‘Now what
do I do?’ Anthony made that decision
before all that came up.”

NE OF KELLEY’S GOOD friends
on the Rose Bowl team was
Anthony Vontoure. His story is the flip

side of Kelley’s. Vontoure never blos-
somed academically. He chased the
NFL dream until his options ran out.

Vontoure attended high school in
California, where he had a 2.5 GPA
and a below-average ACT score. He
struggled off the field, serving two
months at a juvenile ranch for hitting
a teenager over the head with a brick.

In an essay to the UW, Vontoure
wrote: “I hope to graduate one day
and say I'm a Washington Husky and I
love what I've become.”

As a freshman, in 1997, he started
each day with malt liquor, slept con-
stantly and often missed class, accord-
ing to his roommate. When he missed
an anthropology exam and made little
effort to do his classwork, the profes-
sor didn’t dock him. Instead, Vontoure
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Kelley’s family has grown to seven. Clockwise from right: Anthony; Tyteanna, 2; Dominec, 12; DeVan, 18; mom
Tonya; Siya, 18; and Diamond, 15. After earning his bachelor’s degree in the comparative history of ideas, Kelley is
pursuing a master’s in education at UW. He also runs a pilot program in which about 20 students, a third of them

athletes, study overseas.

was given an alternative assignment
— writing a four-page paper, dealing
with sports.

On the football team, Vontoure
often lashed out at coaches. They sent
him to counseling and learned that he
likely had bipolar disorder. Vontoure’s
teammates felt a need to protect him.
They’d buy him sandwiches to make
sure he was eating, or drive him to a
pay phone, so he could call home.

On the field, Vontoure excelled.
“The most talented kid I've ever had,”
says Chuck Heater, the team’s corner-
backs coach. In 1999, Vontoure was
suspended a game for violating team
rules; the next week, he returned
an interception for a touchdown. In
2000, he was suspended for another
game. Afterward, Neuheisel said he
would have played Vontoure if need-
ed.

Vontoure left the UW in 2001, with-
out a degree. His final grade-point
average was 2.00 — just enough to
play, down to the decimal point. Six
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Zach Johnson, a UW student and former member of the varsity basketball
team, took this picture of Kelley this month in South Africa. Kelley is now
helping other students to study abroad just as he did.
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times he was placed on probation,
when his cumulative GPA dipped
below a “C” average.

Of the 145 credits he earned, 25
were in Swahili, a notoriously easy
class packed with football players. His
highest grade, a “B+,” was in a class
called “Sexuality in Scandinavia.”

After leaving the UW, Vontoure
enrolled at Portland State, only to
drop out.

In May 2002, Vontoure and Kel-
ley saw each other at the funeral of
Curtis Williams, a teammate who had
been critically injured during the Rose
Bowl year. On Williams’ casket, Kel-
ley placed two copper bracelets from
South Africa.

Days later, Vontoure came to Seattle
and visited Kelley. Vontoure seemed
adrift, Kelley says. “I could see in his
eyes that he was crying out to me for
help, but really, he didn’t know how
to articulate that.”

Two weeks later, Vontoure died of
a heart attack while struggling with
sheriff’s deputies in California. The
deputies were called because Von-
toure was hallucinating, screaming
about “green men in masks” com-
ing to kill him. An autopsy showed
cocaine in his system.

It had just hit Vontoure that he
wasn’t going to make the NFL, a
friend told police. The friend feared
Vontoure might kill himself: “Because
football is all he’s got. That’s all he
knows how to do.”

Inside Vontoure’s car, a detective
found a Huskies magazine from Octo-
ber 2000, the Rose Bowl year. In the
apartment where Vontoure was stay-
ing, the detective found empty liquor
bottles and a letterman’s jacket with a
“W” over the left chest and the word
“football” embroidered in purple.

NTHONY KELLEY kept his prom-
ise.

After returning from South Africa in
the spring of 2002, Kelley, along with
his wife, began raising money to bring
the African girls to Seattle.

The Kelleys hosted a ’70s party,
a spaghetti dinner and an auction.
Tonya’s goddaughter sold lemonade
for 50 cents a cup.

The media picked up the story. The
UW hailed Kelley as the ideal stu-
dent-athlete. Rick Neuheisel donated
$5,000. So did Bill Gates Sr.

The Ipintombi dancers, as the
troupe would be called, arrived in
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Kelley walks through Red Square, the heart of the UW campus. He came here
to play football. He stayed to learn. “It was kind of like being reborn into a new
world that had been closed off for so long,” he says.

Seattle in June. They performed at
the Paramount Theatre, among other
venues.

The same month, Kelley graduated
from the UW with a bachelor’s degree
in the comparative history of ideas. His
final GPA was 2.83. Because he gradu-
ated in four years, he earned back his
lost year of football eligibility and was
able to play the 2002 season.

He played, but his football career
was fading. He recorded 11 tackles in
13 games.

The leader of the Ipintombi danc-
ers was a young girl named Siya Man-
yakanyaka.

During his second trip to Cape Town,
Kelley said, Siya’s father approached
and told him: “My daughter won’t be
able to make anything of herself here.
And so, if there’s anything she can
do with you, I give you permission to
take her.”

Siya was 13 at the time. Kelley
adopted her. His family numbered
SiX.

HESE DAYS, Kelley is pursuing

a master’s degree in education at
the UW. His grade-point average, as a
graduate student, is 3.65.

He also runs a pilot program at the
university in which he is leading a
group of about 20 students, a third of
them athletes, to study overseas.

He wants other athletes to venture
off the lower campus — to go up that
hill, and beyond — just as he did.

Kelley left with the group this
month. They are spending 10 weeks
in South Africa. Four of the athletes
are football players. Kelley says he
has made sure they will have access
to workout facilities, to head off any
concern from their coaches.

Kelley coaches football, basketball
and track in Seattle’s public schools.
His wife and kids pitch in. He helps
manage the apartment complex
where they live and gets a stipend for
his work at the UW.

One of the Kelleys’ children is now
in college, with a second, Siya, plan-
ning to start in the fall. Last year, he
and his wife took in another girl, Tyte-
anna, now 2, making theirs a family
of seven.

Kelley recently allowed Roosevelt
High School to auction off his Rose
Bowl helmet, to raise money for a stu-
dent-exchange program.

One day, Kelley would like to open
an academic, sports and arts complex
in South Africa, to help impoverished
children.

But until then, he plans to stay at
the UW and earn his Ph.D.

He wants to become Dr. Anthony
Kelley.

Nick Perry: 206-515-5639
or nperry@seattletimes.com;

Ken Armstrong: 206-464-3730
or karmstrong@seattletimes.com
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A SEATTLE TIMES SPECIAL REPORT

VICTORY 22 RUINS

Emmert: “You can win,
and you can win properly

EPILOGUE

BY NICK PERRY AND KEN ARMSTRONG
Seattle Times staff reporters

of the University of Washington,

a football team’s success is mea-
sured by more than what happens on
the field.

“You do not have to give up your
values to be competitive in sports,” he
said Tuesday. “It’s not a success if you
win a championship and have a large
portion of the team arrested for poor
behavior. That’s not a success.”

Emmert cited the UW’s last Rose
Bowl team as an example of victory
at too high a cost. The Seattle Times
this week has run a series, “Victory
and Ruins,” describing the criminal
misconduct of several players on that
team, and how the university and
community institutions failed to hold
them accountable.

“The cases that have been portrayed
in this series of stories are shocking
and deeply disturbing,” Emmert said.
“They are exactly the kinds of things
you don’t want the athletic program
or any other type of program to rep-
resent.”

Emmert said criminal conduct
appears to have been widespread on
the 2000 team. “I'm also sure that
there were many young men on that
team who were terrific, admirable
people.”

The lack of accountability back then
explains “some of the enormous chal-
lenges we inherited,” he said. “When
you look at the team today, it is in no
way comparable to the statistics and
facts of 2000.”

When Emmert became president in
2004, he hired Todd Turner as athlet-

FOR MARK EMMERT, president

THE SETTLE TIMES
Coach Tyrone Willingham, right,
kept his job; athletic director Todd
Turner lost his.

ic director. Turner, whose last job was
at Vanderbilt, was asked to restore
integrity to UW athletics. His pre-
decessor, Barbara Hedges, resigned
after scandals involving the football
and softball teams.

But Thursday, Turner will be leav-
ing his job, after a falling-out with
Emmert in December.

Turner thinks the football team’s
struggles contributed to his exit. The
Huskies have had four straight losing
seasons, the last three under Tyrone
Willingham, the coach Turner hired.
Turner said he worries that the UW
and its fans have become too focused
on winning.

“If we hadn’t had 1,000 e-mails, talk
radio, columnists and others chipping

away ... the university would have
maintained its direction,” he said.

But Emmert said his decisions about
athletics have not been the result of
pressure from boosters or anyone
else. And he thinks that winning and
character can coincide.

“Unfortunately, people have this
notion that you can have good guys
or you can have champions,” Emmert
said. “I think that is an utterly false
dichotomy. I reject that absolutely. You
can win, and you can win properly.”

Two years after the last Rose Bowl
win, the UW football program fell
apart. Coach Rick Neuheisel was fired
in July 2003, after being caught lying.
Hedges, the athletic director who
hired Neuheisel, resigned six months
later.

In 2004, Turner tapped Willingham
in hopes he could rebuild the football
program. Like Turner, Willingham
was viewed as a man of integrity and
discipline.

Players noticed changes imme-
diately. Willingham made them cut
their hair to no longer than shoulder
length, began scheduling 6:30 a.m.
meetings and removed players’ names
from jerseys to emphasize the impor-
tance of teamwork.

The coach scheduled two-hour
weekly meetings to talk with academ-
ic staff members about how the play-
ers’ studies were going, and showed
up unannounced in classes to make
sure players were attending.

He kept boosters, lawyers and the
media at arm’s length.

On the field, his team has been less
penalized than every Pac-10 team
except Stanford. Off the field, players
are held to account for their grades.
Break the rules, and they face conse-
quences, such as extra laps or study
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The UW athletic department now requires athletes to notify
their coach or an administrator within 24 hours if they’re
arrested or charged with a crime.

TOM REESE / THE SEATTLE TIMES

Todd Turner has been in college athletics for more than 30 years. But when he leaves his UW post Thursday, he’s not

sure he wants to continue.

sessions.

During the 2000 season, at least
a dozen players were arrested or
charged with a crime that carried pos-
sible jail time. At least a dozen others
on that team got in trouble with the
law in other seasons.

Jerramy Stevens was arrested on
suspicion of rape during the season
but was never charged. Four years
later, a lawsuit filed by his accuser
was settled for $300,000, with the
money paid by Stevens and a fraterni-
ty where the woman had been served
alcohol.

Jeremiah Pharms played the entire
2000 season while under investiga-
tion, suspected of robbing and shoot-
ing a drug dealer. After getting arrest-

ed in 2001 — nearly 14 months after
the crime — he agreed to a plea deal
and was sentenced to three years and
five months for robbery.

Curtis Williams played the first six
games of the season with a warrant
out for his arrest. He had previously
served time for choking his wife and
was arrested in each of five straight
years while at the UW.

Fewer players — about a half-dozen
— gotin trouble during 2007, a review
of Washington state court records
shows. The search turned up only one
player accused of physical violence.

“Changing the culture of our foot-
ball team has been a priority for all of
us in the athletic department,” Will-
ingham said in a recent e-mail, “and

our players are responding to that
positively.”

The UW is also re-examining its
academic culture. For years, athletes
have been allowed to sign up for
classes before other students. Many
have opted to take the same classes,
ones reputed to be easy. Now, the UW
is considering new rules to limit early
enrollments.

Not all the changes made in the
Willingham era have stuck. The play-
ers’ names are back on the jerseys.
And Willingham has become more
welcoming to boosters.

“When Ty first got here, he was
probably more remote to people like
myself,” said Ron Crockett, president
of the Emerald Downs horse-racing
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track. Crockett, of Seattle, has donat-
ed $2.4 million to the athletic depart-
ment, making him one of the Huskies’
biggest boosters.

“What we try to utilize him for now
is that if there’s a potential donor ...
we meet the head football coach. It’s
very much to the positive.”

Notice of arrest

Last year, under Turner, the athlet-
ic department created a rule requir-
ing athletes to notify their coach or
an administrator within 24 hours
if they’re arrested or charged with
a crime. Beyond that, Willingham
decides how to treat each player on a
case-by-case basis.

In 2006, Willingham suspended and
later removed Michael Houston from
the team after Houston was accused
of stealing a taxi.

Willingham has given second
chances to at least two players. Both
are cornerbacks, a position the coach
has found tough to fill.

One of the players, Chris Handy,
was recruited from a junior college
in California — even though the UW
coaches knew he’d pleaded guilty to
a gross misdemeanor for helping a
friend beat another man.

“We did our homework and our
research and we think the young man
is a fine and upstanding young man,”
Willingham told reporters at the time.
“I do believe young people make mis-
takes. In fact, I believe somewhere in
my life I had a parking ticket.”

Handy never played for Washing-
ton after coaches discovered he hadn’t
earned his associate degree.

The second player, Jordan Murchi-
son, faced two separate assault charges
last year. In one incident he punched
a man repeatedly in the head, smash-
ing his teeth. The man needed exten-
sive dental surgery, according to court
records. Murchison pleaded guilty to
fourth-degree assault, a gross misde-
meanor, and was ordered to complete
224 hours of community service.

In the other incident, Murchison
was accused of threatening his girl-
friend and yanking her hair. In that
case, prosecutors have agreed to dis-
miss the charges if Murchison stays
out of trouble for two years.

Willingham, in effect, suspended
Murchison from the team. “The key
is you want the best for the individual
and the best for the team,” Willing-
ham said at the time.

i.
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UW President Mark Emmert says “you have to hold people accountable and
responsible for their behavior ... in classes, on the football field, in life.”

“The cases that have been portrayed in this series
of stories are shocking and deeply disturbing,”
Emmert says. “When you look at the team today,

it is in no way comparable to the statistics and facts

0f2000.”

Murchison sat out five games. After
that, he was back on the roster.

Mounting pressure

When the UW struggled last year
through its third-straight losing sea-
son under Willingham, the pressure
on Willingham, Turner and Emmert
intensified. However, the hundreds of
e-mails they received revealed a clear
divide as to what should be done.

One side was exemplified by boost-
ers who were sick of losing and who
made their displeasure known using
the language of money. Their mes-
sage: Fire Willingham, or else.

William Fleenor, a financial consul-
tant and the former mayor of Walla
Walla, had donated $112,000 to the
UW, his alma mater. He’d also served
on the board of the boosters’ Tyee
Club. But in December, Fleenor wrote
to Emmert and declared: “This bene-
factor is out.”

“I have clearly wasted thousands of
dollars and many hours of my time
thinking I was working and donating

for a school that cares for athletics,”
Fleenor wrote.

He would “likely return,” Fleenor
wrote, if the UW managed to rid itself
of Willingham.

Fleenor said in an interview that
he was frustrated about “wins and
losses,” and something more. “It
wasn’t just Tyrone, but Todd as well,
that they didn’t really care about the
booster like the old guys did.”

The other side of the divide was
represented by those fans, faculty
members and former administrators
who were embarrassed by what the
UW had become before Willingham.
Their message: Let Willingham stay
on, and try to win with character.

Ralph Bayard played for the UW
under Jim Owens and went on to
serve as the school’s senior associate
athletic director from 1993 to 2000.
He was there when Neuheisel took
over. Bayard, too, wrote Emmert in
December. His message was:

“The record over the last three years
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is certainly not what any of us can be
happy about. However, it does dem-
onstrate how far this proud program
had fallen prior to Coach Willingham’s
tenure and the work that needed to
take place to rebuild it.

“I have seen tremendous prog-
ress in the way the young men have
played during this rebuilding period.
I'm also impressed by what the coach
has been able to instill in these young
men relative to their conduct off the
field.”

Bayard said in an interview he’s
not surprised at how frustrated some
fans have become. “Husky football is
a major, major player in this commu-
nity. It always has been. The expec-
tation is that this program does well,
and better than well. When it doesn’t
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Coach Tyrone Willingham has been asked to change the culture of the UW football program.

happen, there’s a hue and cry.”

Colleges across the country, he
said, are trying to find the right bal-
ance between integrity and winning.

“Big-time athletics is such a power-
ful entity in and of itself these days.
It’s very difficult for a university not
to support it,” he said. “What’s criti-
cal at any institution is who you are
bringing in, what their backgrounds
are, and making sure there are sup-
port systems in place.”

New director sought

The UW announced Turner’s
resignation Dec. 11. Soon after,
UCLA announced that it was hiring
Neuheisel as its head coach.

Neuheisel’s five-year contract will
pay him $1.25 million a year and up

to $500,000 more in incentives. He
vowed not to do anything to tarnish
UCLA’s reputation: “There are some
things I did in my past that I don’t
need to do again, there’s no question,”
he said in a recent radio interview.
The UW, meanwhile, is preparing to
hire a new athletic director. That per-
son will need to lead a planned $300
million renovation of Husky Stadium
— a project that has found little sup-
port in the Legislature so far.
Emmert wants an athletic director
who will find a way to win — without
sacrificing the university’s reputation.
Staff reporter Bob Condotta
contributed to this story.
Nick Perry: nperry@seattletimes.com;

Ken Armstrong:
karmstrong@seattletimes.com.





