
in prison as a “long training camp.” He 
signed the letter: “Jeremiah Pharms, 
#4, 2001 Rose Bowl champs.”

On a Department of Corrections 
questionnaire, Pharms wrote: “What 
got me to this point in my life is not 
being able to deal properly with my 
emotions such as anger, pain, sadness 
and grief. Always feeling like I need-
ed to smoke to deal with everything 
when in reality things were only get-
ting worse.

“I was two days away from being a 
millionaire. ... And it was taken away 
because of a mistake.”

In January 2004, a P-I sportswriter 
wrote a lengthy story about Pharms 
and his time in prison. The story 
raised a series of questions that sug-
gested Pharms might be innocent. 
“Why would he, a year away from a 
shot at the NFL, decide to rob a drug 
dealer at gunpoint, particularly one 
who likely would recognize him, 
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About a week after he was drafted by the Cleveland Browns, Pharms was charged with robbery in Seattle. The Browns 
released him. “I was two days away from being a millionaire,’’ Pharms later wrote. Here, he heads to court in Seattle 
on May 9, 2001, to face the robbery charge. He eventually was sentenced to serve more than three years. 

Steve Fogg,
a former King
County prosecutor, 
said the offi ce
wanted to “bullet-
proof” its evidence
in the Pharms
robbery case. 
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mask or not?”
The story steamed the case’s two 

prosecutors. They drafted a letter to 
the P-I’s editor, but decided not to 
send it. The letter said the story vili-
fi ed the victim “while glorifying the 
man who shot him.” It added: “Mr. 
Pharms is a lucky man: lucky that his 
victim didn’t die, lucky that his victim 
wasn’t permanently disabled, lucky 
we had mercy on him.”

In 2004, Pharms became eligible for 
work release and began playing for 
the Eastside Hawks, a semipro team 
in Everett.

In June 2005, he was released from 
supervised probation — allowing him 
to leave the state without permission 
and see his family in California.

One week later, the Hawks were 
scheduled to play a night game at 
home. That morning, around 2:30 
a.m., a state trooper stopped Pharms 
for speeding on I-5. Pharms’ eyes were 
watery and his breath smelled of alco-
hol. His blood-alcohol level was 1½ 
times the legal limit.

Pharms, the trooper wrote, “offered 
to give me free tickets to the Everett 
Hawks football game, and I advised 
him that I appreciated the offer but I 
could not accept.”

Charged with driving under the 
infl uence, Pharms failed to appear in 
court. A judge issued an arrest war-

rant — one that remains in force.
Pharms played last year for the New 

York Dragons in the Arena Football 
League but was released during the 
season.

Three months ago, he was charged 
in Sacramento with two felonies: ille-
gal possession of a fi rearm by a con-

victed felon, and discharging a fire-
arm in a grossly negligent manner 
that could harm or kill. Those charges 
are still pending.

Staff researchers Gene Balk and
David Turim contributed to this story.

Ken Armstrong: 206-464-3730 
or karmstrong@seattletimes.com; Nick Perry: 
206-515-5639 or nperry@seattletimes.com.

SOURCES FOR 
THIS STORY

Today’s story relied on records from the 
King County Prosecuting Attorney’s Offi ce 
and the Seattle Police Department, includ-
ing witness statements, forensic reports, 
the lead detective’s investigative chronol-
ogy and a transcript of a Judge Inquiry hear-
ing; records from the University of Wash-
ington Police Department, the Lynnwood 

Police Department and the Washington 
State Patrol; records from King County 
Superior Court; records from the Washing-
ton State Department of Corrections; and 
news accounts from the Seattle Post-Intelli-
gencer, The Plain Dealer of Cleveland, Ohio, 
and the Akron (Ohio) Beacon Journal.

Jeremiah Pharms declined to be inter-
viewed.

For this series, reporters relied heavily on 

public records, filing 91 public-disclosure 
requests with 27 agencies in Washington 
and California. Reporters also conducted 
dozens of interviews of players, players’ rel-
atives, coaches, university administrators, 
professors, academic advisers, prosecutors, 
police offi cers, lawyers, judges and others 
who had dealings with the UW’s 2000 foot-
ball team.
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 In 2004, Pharms became eligible for prison work release and began playing 
for the Eastside Hawks, a semipro team in Everett. Here, he gets a fi ery intro-
duction at a Hawks game June 23, 2005.




