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Stevens celebrates a touchdown catch in the Seattle Seahawks’ January 2007 playoff win over Dallas. “Always hated,
never faded,” his tattoo says. He became a free agent two months later.

defended Alexander. He had also rep-
resented Shyne in the criminal inves-
tigation.

Becky Roe, a Seattle lawyer and for-
mer prosecutor, represented the four
women, all UW students. To Roe, her
clients’ allegations were linked. By
failing to hold Stevens accountable,
she argued, the UW suggested to play-
ers that “they were invulnerable to
charges of sexual assault.”

In 2004, Roe deposed Rick
Neuheisel and Barbara Hedges, the
coach and athletic director when
Stevens was arrested on suspicion
of rape. When prosecutors decided
not to charge Stevens, Neuheisel and
Hedges agreed that Stevens should
not be disciplined.

Neuheisel’s test was this: If a player
embarrassed himself, his family or
the university, he should be punished.
This episode embarrassed the UW,
Neuheisel said, but “given the prose-
cution’s decision not to go forward, it
looked as if Jerramy was not the rea-
son for the embarrassment.”

Hedges said the UW could have dis-

ciplined Stevens no matter what pros-
ecutors did, but she saw no grounds
for that.

Do you understand, Roe asked
Hedges, that a decision not to charge
someone is not the same thing as
declaring the person’s innocence?

Hedges said she believed that if
someone avoided charges, he had
been cleared. “The person has been
exonerated,” she said.

She had no evidence to suggest Ste-
vens’ conduct was “inappropriate,”
Hedges said. Did you ever review the
police reports? Roe asked. “I don’t
recall,” Hedges said.

Roe deposed Jim Lambright, the
former coach who brought Stevens
to the UW despite an assault charge.
Lambright told Roe that Stevens came
from a good family and his high-school
coach had vouched for him.

Roe also deposed Keith Gilbertson,
the UW’s new head coach. She asked:
“Do you believe that there is a percep-
tion among people in the public that
[football players] are protected?” Gil-
bertson said: “I don’t know, but it is

not true. It’s the other way.”

N HER LAWSUIT against Stevens

and the UW, Marie identified her-
self by her initials, not her full name.
That’s not unusual in lawsuits alleg-
ing rape or molestation.

But the UW filed a motion in Octo-
ber 2003 demanding that her full
name be disclosed in the court file,
which would be available to the pub-
lic. The UW argued that the public has
an interest “in knowing all the facts
involved”; that transparency is cru-
cial when the defendant is a public
entity; that “centuries of law ... forbid
secrecy (to any degree) in our judicial
proceedings.”

A freshman when the incident
occurred, Marie had become “extreme-
ly depressed” and left the UW soon
after. She couldn’t face the possibil-
ity of seeing Stevens or his friends on
campus. She couldn’t stomach how
the UW had taken no action against
him, letting him continue to play foot-
ball. She attended a community col-
lege for five quarters, and returned to
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the UW after Stevens left.

Now, she couldn’t fathom what
the UW would gain from making her
name public. The university knew
her identity. It could dig into her
background all it wanted. Her claims
would be tried in open court. But she
didn’t want other students staring at
her, whispering about her. She also
feared “physical danger” from people
upset at what she was alleging.

“I am dismayed that the University
of Washington, where I am a student,
would so deliberately and needlessly
make my life difficult in this manner,”
Marie wrote.

Two weeks before filing this motion,
the UW made the opposite argument
in a case in which it paid millions to
settle a medical-malpractice claim.
The entire file of that lawsuit was
sealed, with the UW and other parties
extolling the value of privacy.

In the Stevens case, the judge
denied the UW’s motion to out the
plaintiff.

In the spring of 2004, the lawsuit
was settled. The agreement was con-
fidential, barring Roe and Marie from
disclosing its terms.

But in a letter to the UW’s attorney
— obtained through a public-records
request — Hunsinger described part
of the deal. The agreement allowed
the UW to be dismissed from the
case, while Stevens and the fraternity
would settle.

The deal also allowed Stevens to
avoid questions about what happened
on that June night four years before.

“One of the elements of the settle-
ment is that Jerramy not be required
to participate in any other litigation
involving the UW, specifically the
lawsuits filed by [Roe] regarding Eric
Shyne and Roc Alexander,” Hunsinger
wrote. “He does not want to be con-
tacted by anyone, let alone deposed,
or testify at trial.”

A month later, in June 2004, Hun-
singer sent Roe a check—for $300,000
— to settle the case on behalf of Ste-
vens and the fraternity.

Alexander, now in the NFL, settled
the claims against him for an undis-
closed amount.

Shyne didn’t show up to defend him-
self. A judge reviewed the evidence
and ordered him to pay $350,000.

N BELLEVUE, at Stevens’ top-floor
condo, neighbors complained of
fireworks set off from his deck, of
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Neuheisel was fired as coach in 2003 for lying. He sued for wrongful termina-
tion and reached a $4.5 million settlement with UW and the NCAA.

vomit raining down from above, of
loud parties deep into the night. They
had to go to court in August 2004 to
get Stevens, by then a Seahawk, to
pay his monthly dues of $420. Police
kept getting called out to Stevens’
condo, because of noise complaints.

In March 2006, Stevens was caught
driving with a suspended license.
Prosecutors said they’d forgo charges
if he enrolled in a re-licensing pro-
gram. One month later, Stevens was
caught again, driving with a suspend-
ed license. He was convicted of a mis-
demeanor and sentenced to 90 days
in jail — all suspended, on condition
that he stay out of trouble for a year.

In Stevens’ first four years with the
Seahawks, his coaches waited for him
to be the player they thought he was.
His fifth year, Stevens played well in
the regular season — only to drop
three passes in the Super Bowl.

Still, he was poised to cash in. When
he became a free agent on March 2,
2007, Stevens seemed likely to draw
contract offers of $10 million and
up. All he had to do was stay out of
trouble.

LEVEN DAYS AFTER he became

a free agent, Stevens was stopped
just after 2 a.m. by a police officer in
Scottsdale, Ariz.

Stevens’ car had drifted over the
lane marker three times. Stevens,
alone, was not wearing a seat belt. His
eyes were bloodshot and his speech
slurred. He told the officer he’d had
“a little” to drink. “Four or five mar-
garitas.”

Getting out of the car, Stevens
dropped his cellphone and wallet.
Asked to do a walk-and-turn sobriety
test, he stumbled and nearly fell.

His blood-alcohol level registered
at 0.204 percent, 2% times the legal
limit.

That night, when the handcuffs
clicked around his wrists, Stevens lost
millions of dollars. He went from a
sought-after free agent to a criminal
defendant.

Stevens was convicted of extreme
DUI, a crime that carries a mandatory
minimum of 30 days in jail.

A judge instead gave Stevens
12 days, suspending the other 18
because he was enrolled in the NFL’s
substance-abuse program. This is the
same program Stevens entered in
2003, after being stopped with two
open champagne bottles in his car.

The DUI in Arizona appears to
have violated the terms of Stevens’
suspended sentence in King County
— and could have led to more jail
time here. But nobody in King County
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In 2002, Stevens signed a five-year, $6.2 million contract with the Seahawks
that required him to repay $300,000 if he got into trouble. It wasn’t long before
he had to repay the money.

flagged it.

The NFL handed Stevens a one-
game suspension — his only suspen-
sion as a pro.

Seven weeks after his arrest in Ari-
zona, Stevens landed with another
team. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers
signed him — on the cheap — for
$600,000, which was $5,000 above
the minimum for a player with his
experience.

“He is a big, powerful, speedy tight
end,” said general manager Bruce
Allen. “He has had some off-the-field
issues that have hampered him a bit.
We had a very serious talk with him
today. I think Jerramy Stevens is a
good young man.”

Seahawks coach Mike Holmgren
had vouched for Stevens, Allen said.

“Sometimes,” Allen said, “you have
to give people a chance.”

Ken Armstrong: 206-464-3730 or
karmstrong@seattletimes.com; Nick Perry:
206-515-5639 or nperry@seattletimes.com.

Staff reporter Danny O’Neil and researchers
David Turim and Gene Balk contributed.

SOURCES FOR
THIS STORY

For this series, reporters relied heavily on
public records, filing 91 public-disclosure
requests with 27 agencies in Washington
and California. Reporters also conducted
dozens of interviews of players, players’ rel-
atives, coaches, university administrators,
professors, academic advisers, prosecutors,
police officers, lawyers, judges and others
who had dealings with the UW’s 2000 foot-
ball team.

Jerramy Stevens declined to be inter-
viewed.

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Stevens was booked in March 2007
in Scottsdale, Ariz., for DUI. He had
just become a free agent. He signed
with Tampa Bay, but the arrest cost
him millions.

Today’s stories relied on records from the
Thurston County Sheriff’s Office, Prosecut-
ing Attorney’s Office and Superior Court;
depositions of Rick Neuheisel, Barbara
Hedges, Keith Gilbertsonand Jim Lambright,
along with deposition exhibits; documents
from the Washington State Executive Ethics
Board; records from the King County Pros-
ecuting Attorney’s Office and the Seattle
Police Department regarding the investi-
gation of alleged sexual assault (these
included witness statements and Detective
Maryann Parker’s voluminous reports);
records from Washington State Patrol,
Medina Police Department, University of

Washington Police Department, Bellevue
Police Department and the Scottsdale (Ariz.)
Police Department; news accounts from
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, The Seattle
Times, The Associated Press, The Olympian
and The Tampa (Fla.) Tribune.

Other records include documents from
the Washington State Attorney General’s
Office regarding a lawsuit filed against Ste-
vens and the UW; court records from King
County Superior Court and King County Dis-
trict Court; audiotaped hearings from Kirk-
land Municipal Court; and Norm Maleng’s
prepared news conference remarks.





